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change of method was adopted, the coastal belt being done away
with and the second belt reinforced to a total of 1,250 guns. Later,
when the enemy began to launch robot bombs from aircraft flying
over the North Sea as well as from land sites in France and the Low
Countries, the belt had to be extended northwards to cover the
Thames estuary and East Anglia, an extension which eventually
employed an additional 1,050 guns. Thanks to these measures,
Anti-Aircraft Command, in September, 1944, when the flying bomb
attacks were reduced by the capture of the last of the hostile launch-
ing sites in the Low Countries, was shooting down three out of
every four of the missiles sent over. In August the rocket attacks
began, fortunately only on a small scale, and continued until
March, 1945, but no defensive action against them was attempted.
The British Army continued lo grow in numbers right up to the
end of the war with Germany. Its total strength in 1943 was just
under, in 1944 just over, two and three quarter millions; the
Women's Auxiliary Territorial Service reached its maximum of
210,000 in 1943.
X.    THE FINAL DEFEAT OF JAPAN
Immediately after the termination of the war in Europe, the
transfer of American and British forces to the Pacific theatre was
taken in hand, but the first of these were hardly on the move thither
before the collapse of Japan rendered their presence unnecessary.
In fact, within three months of Germany's surrender, the war in
the Far East, which had been generally expected to last for many
months longer, ended in an equally complete Allied victory.
This unexpectedly rapid result was due primarily to the devasta-
ting series of American attacks on Japan's main ring of island
defences, which began in October, 1944, with the invasion of the
Philippines. The enemy's main fleet, ventured in a battle to repel
the attack, was decisively defeated, and complete sea and air com-
mand of the Pacific passed into American hands. Nevertheless the
conquest of the Philippines took several months and was accom-
plished only in June, 1945, by which time the American forces
operating in the central Pacific had occupied the Bonin Islands and
moved on to attack the Ryukyu Islands between Formosa and the
mainland of Japan. With these two groups in their hands the Ameri-
cans would be in a position to launch the invasion of Japan itself,
and the fighting for Okinawa in * the Ryukyus was fierce and pro-
longed, the Japanese making full use of their still powerful land and
air resources to deny to their adversaries possession of this island
bastion. The battle raged for three months, but though the
Americans purchased their victory at a heavy cost, it was decisive.
While the preparations for the invasion of Japan timed for